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Fall 2019

This issue of Expressions highlights the community leaders who provide and 
enrich the arts and culture in our area. Without passionate individuals to 
blaze the way, we would have so much less to experience, learn and enjoy.
The Depot Foundation celebrates the achievements of up to six Arts and 
Culture Award recipients each year. Please mark your calendars for this 
wonderful annual event: The Nineteenth Annual Arts and Culture Awards 
ceremony will be held during the Circle of Friends Celebration at the St. Louis 
County Heritage and Arts Center (the Depot) on Thursday, October 17th. 
Join in celebrating their well-deserved recognition at our community treasure, 
the Historic Union Depot.
There is no charge to attend the Annual Meeting or the Awards Ceremony. 
If you plan to attend the reception following the awards ceremony the charge 
will be $40.00 per attendee. The Circle of Friends reception will be catered by 
Catering by Bellisio’s serving heavy hors d’oeuvres & dessert menu along with 
a cash bar. 
We wish to extend an invitation to you and all community members who 
share our commitment to arts, culture, and history. Please RSVP for the 
reception by phoning 218-279-9913 or emailing info@depotfoundation.org 
no later than Friday, October 4, 2019.

The Circle of Friends Celebration
Art, history, culture, and the people who make it possible
Recipients of the 2018 Arts and Culture Awards are:
n Jack Seiler & Jay Seiler 
 Lifetime Achievement Award
n LilaAnn Coates White 
 Artist Award
n Jeffrey T. Larson 
 Lifetime Artist Award

n Patricia Burns 
 Community Enrichment Award
n Nathan Bentley 
 Initiative Award
n Emily Ford 
 Historic Preservation and  
 Interpretation Award

Telephone: 218.279.9913   |   Email: info@depotfoundation.org   |   Website:  www.depotfoundation.org

Disney’s Newsies – Family Theatre – March 2019

Eurydice – Underground – May 2019

Esmeralda – Ballet VII – 2019



A MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD
Circle of Friends, 2019

The Duluth Union Depot was constructed in 1892, a 
magnificent building, serving seven different rail lines 
and able to accommodate 5,000 passengers! A splendid 
railroad depot for a growing city making a mark on the 
westernmost end of the ocean-like Lake Superior. Duluth 
was growing and immigrants were flocking to Northern 
Minnesota to find a better life working in mines and 
timber and the jobs surrounding a burgeoning economy.

We know that the glorious Union Depot fell on 
hard times as boom led to bust, not once but many 
times. In addition, travel patterns changed over time 
and eventually, the Union Depot was in danger of 
obsolescence and demolition. Fortunately, the beautiful 
French Norman-style building was saved and today 
thrives as a hub of art organizations, a world-class train 
museum, and a historical society. 

Duluthians are fortunate to have this amazing 
community treasure reimagined and open to the public, 
and the scores of visitors to Duluth who take advantage 
of the many offerings within the building are equally 
lucky.

In March 1979 The Depot Foundation was established as 
a charitable, non-profit organization with the mission to 
receive, invest and distribute funds on behalf of the arts 
and heritage of the Duluth community. Today, 50 years 
later, The Depot Foundation has assisted Depot partner 
organizations fund events and programs both large 
and small, purchase new equipment and infrastructure 
improvements and a host of other enhancements that 
benefit our community and this beautiful structure.

We thank you for your donor contributions to the 
foundation. Your continued financial support will 
ensure this community treasure and the organizations 
under its umbrella will thrive now and into the future.

Renee Mattson 
Vice-Chair 
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2019 Arts and Culture
Lifetime Achievement Award
Jack Seiler & Jay Seiler

Jay and Jack Seiler have been part of the Duluth business community since 
they were able to say: “Hello. How can I help you?”
The business that would eventually become Security Jewelers was founded 
by Jack’s father and Jay’s grandfather - two Polish immigrants - more than 
90 years ago and carried on by Jay’s father Stuart who was active in the aisles 
for more than 50 years. The store became a downtown Duluth institution 
not only for its wide variety of jewelry, luggage, silverware, cameras, and 
gifts but also because the Seiler family gave back to the community.
Jay and Jack grew up around the store and when it came time for them to 
take over behind the counter they carried on the family tradition of giving. 
“We have supported just about every organization that walked through our 
doors these past years, we were never very good at saying no because they 
are all worthy causes whether it be someone’s fundraiser for a hospital bill 
or Miller Dwan’s Artcetera,” said Jack. “ In turn, the area supported us for 
many years - so it all comes back.” “My dad always said: ‘Whatever you give, 
you get back double,’ and he was right!”
They also helped Duluth grow dedicating their time and experience to 
some of the biggest organizations in the city. Jay served on the board of 
the Duluth Entertainment and Convention Center and the Northshore 
Inline Marathon and Jack served on the board of the St Luke’s Hospital 
Foundation for nine years and is currently on the board of Temple Israel. 
“We were proud to be a part of the northland community for more than 
92 years with the store in our family and honored to help the wonderful 
organizations like the Depot thrive,” said Jack.
The pair sold its interest in the business last year to three longtime store 
employees and Riddle’s Jewelry - a family-owned jeweler based in Rapid 
City, South Dakota. The move ensured the tradition of Security Jewelers 
will carry on with the new ownership team. 
But even in retirement, Jack and Jay can’t sit still and remain active in the 
Duluth community and the business world. “I decided that I didn’t like 
being retired, it was boring,” said Jack, who works three days a week hosting 
at Lake Avenue Restaurant and Bar in Canal Park. “I enjoy being around 
people and enjoy being active.”
Jay, who connected Security Jewelers to the Internet years ago, is 
continuing his online sales of jewelry and watches to folks outside the state 
of Minnesota due to agreements with the new store owners.

2019 Arts and Culture
Artist Award

LilaAnn Coates White
When LilaAnn Coates White was a young teenager she discovered the world of 
dance through a new best friend. She has been dancing ever since.
White, an Assistant Professor of Dance for the Department of Theater for the 
University of Minnesota Duluth, spent a decade as a professional dancer and is a 
Principal Teacher for the School of Minnesota Ballet in Duluth. She said her career 
started in junior high when a new girl moved to town with a strong dance background.
“We became best friends in eighth grade and she was a dancer,” said White. “So 
I started in the beginning adult class not understanding that I couldn’t be in her 
level because I didn’t know what I was doing. “ But White learned fast.
The friend eventually moved on to other interests as White took more and more 
classes and ended up dancing at a performing arts boarding school and falling in 
love with ballet.
White said it is difficult to explain the power of ballet. “I just think ballet is 
beautiful. I can’t explain it really, it is just something that I love,” she said. “I love 
all kinds of dance but ballet is what really speaks to me. Particularly when there is 
a really gorgeous piece of music. It is just the best.”
White trained at the National Academy of Arts, Champaign-Urbana, Illinois. 
She apprenticed with the Des Moines Ballet, taught at the Allegro Dance Theatre, 
Tennessee, and was a company member of the Minnesota Ballet from 1986–93. 
She has choreographed a number of Minnesota Ballet projects over the years and is 
currently working on an upcoming Minnesota Ballet/Twin Ports Wind Orchestra 
collaboration based on a supper club theme. She is also choreographing the UMD 
Danceworks concert in December.
White said Duluth has become a wonderful city for dance and the city support 
for the arts drew her to the area in the mid-1980s. “I was encouraged by a friend - 
while we were dancing in another company together - to come audition in Duluth. 
That was a long time ago and I am still here,” she said. “Duluth is special because of 
the Lake, the arts, and the people, and the Minnesota Ballet.”
White has been a big part of the school’s growing reputation for outstanding 
and adventurous performance. Minnesota Ballet routinely stages classics like 
“Tarantella,” “Sinatra Suite” and its annual “Nutcracker.” It sponsors Northland 
outreach programs with touring repertoire, instructs youth dance and has fun: 
The Minnesota Ballet Celebrity Dance Challenge fundraiser paring professional 
dancers with novice celebrities is a highly anticipated annual arts event in Duluth.
“My hope is that School of the Minnesota Ballet can continue to grow,” said White. 
“We provide the highest quality of training for classical ballet in our area and I 
would love to see more people embrace the quality and not just quantity for dance. 
Ballet is such a nuanced art form and I that is why it is so interesting!

—  Arts and Culture Award Recipients  — —  Arts and Culture Award Recipients  —

Jack Seiler Jay Seiler
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2019 Arts and Culture 
Lifetime Artist Award

Jeffrey T. Larson
Jeffery Larson never made it to Duluth as a student but now he runs a school 
in the city’s West Central Hillside. After graduating from high school in the 
Twin Cities in 1980, Larson enrolled at the University of Minnesota Duluth 
with vague plan to study medical illustration. That never happened. Instead, 
a serendipitous meeting with a young artist in a Minneapolis Institute of Art 
gallery sent him in another direction.
This artist told Larson about a small Minneapolis painting school teaching 
techniques used by the late 19th Century French masters. Larson toured the 
Atelier Lack school and discovered his passion. “Literally, I walked into his 
studio and ‘Boom’ my whole life changed right then,” said Larson. “I walked 
into the world I wanted.” 
Four years at the school sent Larson racing into the art world where he studied 
in Europe, created magazine covers, and appeared in gallery shows in New 
York, Philadelphia and all over the Twin Cities. His work has been displayed in 
museums, recognized in national and international competitions and placed in 
more than 750 private collections.
Thirty years ago, Larson and his wife, Heidi, moved to northwestern Wisconsin 
and built a studio in the old Cloverland School near the Brule River. The couple 
raised three children and later developed an idea for a new school.
Larson said his son Brock, now 28, studied painting, mastered the guitar and 
piano and became a black belt in karate. He also had the ability to teach. “We 
just started talking: ‘We should open our own school.’ That just grew.” said 
Larson. “Initially it started as an idea like: ‘Let’s get a room and take on a couple 
of students.’ But that’s not us. No, let’s buy a building and make a big school.” 
The Larsons discovered the abandon St. Peter’s Catholic Church on West Third 
Street. The place was a perfect fit: Tall ceilings, two floors, northern light, and 
a beautiful stone exterior. After major renovations, the Larsons launched The 
Great Lakes Academy of Fine Art. The school opened in 2016 and now has 
10 full-time students. The Great Lake Academy wants to grow and develop a 
reputation as the Juilliard of the visual arts, said Larson, helping create a new 
generation of important painters. 
Larson said he enjoys working with students and he sees how the school 
helps improve his own work. “When you’re teaching it pushes you. It pushes 
you to really think through, ‘What do I know and how is the best way to do 
something?’ I think I gain probably more than they do,” he said. Larson and 
Brock take turns teaching at the school. Each provides lessons twice a week. 
Jeffrey supplies the experience and background, while Brock connects with the 
younger students. “Together we do a nice balanced approach,” he said. “He 
knows where they are at and I know where they need to go. Between the two of 
us hopefully we will give them what they need.”

2019 Arts and Culture
Community Enrichment Award

Patricia Burns
Pat Burns has brought the Duluth community together to create places and 
programs that have healed and helped improve the lives of countless Northlanders 
for more than three decades.
Burns grew up in Hutchinson, Minnesota and moved to Duluth more than 30 
years ago as a single mother with children ages two, four and 10. She took a job 
with the Northeast Minnesota Initiative Fund - now the Northland Foundation - 
as the organizations’s first program officer. Burns worked in social services for four 
years improving the lives of those in need.
“Duluth was an exceptional place to raise a family,” she said. “As a single parent 
with three kids you really need to find a place that you can manage. It was just 
about the right size. It has advantages for a variety of interest my children might 
have had. It has opportunity. It has arts and culture. It has the great outdoors. It 
really was a beautiful place to raise a family.”
Pat worked two years of raising funds as a United Way campaign chair and landed 
a position at Miller-Dwan. The move combined her skills in fundraising and 
community service. “It was a place to bring all my skills together,” she said.
Burns, who led the Miller-Dwan Foundation for 23 years and retired as its president 
six years ago, took the organization well beyond its original hospital support mission. 
Under her leadership, Miller-Dwan became an independent public charity with a 
focus on community. According to its mission, the Miller-Dwan Foundation looks 
for solutions to today’s biggest healthcare issues. The organization seeks to support 
patients but it also looks at healthcare needs from both a community and medical 
perspective. “It didn’t just focus on the needs of the hospital,” said Burns. “It focused 
on the needs of the people with the kinds of services the hospital could provide.”
Miller-Dwan has created and supported projects like the Solvay Hospice House, 
Amberwing-Center for Youth and Family Well-Being, Animal Assisted Therapy, 
cancer care, physical rehabilitation and much more. All are designed to address 
healthcare problems from a variety of directions.
Burns said successful community organizations need to work with the skills 
volunteers have, value them and find ways to communicate a vision. “People are 
passionate about different things,” she said. “It’s important to find those that have 
experiences that lead them to care about the things you care about and are trying to 
change or make better.” When Miller-Dwan developed the Solvay Hospice House 
in 2007 and Amberwing - Center for Youth and Family Well-Being in 2012, art 
was high on the list to help create a strong healing and peaceful atmosphere. The 
foundation turned to the art community. “One of the things we stressed was to create 
really beautiful community spaces with original artwork as a part of their decor 
because that speaks to the soul and heart of people,” said Burns. “Just to make them 
soulful, artistic environments. ”And that’s exactly what’s happened. “They are very 
beautiful health care facilities,” she said. “That was the goal and we accomplished it.”

—  Arts and Culture Award Recipients  — —  Arts and Culture Award Recipients  —
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2019 Arts and Culture
Initiative Award

Nathan Bentley
Nathan Bentley is not an 80-year-old man who retired from Minnesota Power years ago 
and grew a front yard holiday light display into one of the largest in the upper midwest. He’s 
not a car salesman, an electrician or a doctor either. But Nathan Bentley has been told, “Mr. 
Bentley” is all of these things by excited visitors to his annual Bentleyville Tour of Lights at 
Bayfront Festival Park in Duluth.
“It’s enjoyable having guests that don’t know me and start telling me about ‘Mr. Bentley’ and the 
history, I love hearing how stories have evolved,” said Bentley. “It’s fun when I am asked if ‘Mr. 
Bentley’ is still alive and if I have ever met him.” Yes, Nathan Bentley is still very much alive - he 
will turn 50 this year - and the story of his massive light show gets bigger and better every year.
The Bentleyville Tour of Lights, which will set up for its 16th season this fall, attracts 
hundreds of thousands of visitors to Duluth each year and is one of the largest annual events 
in Minnesota. Using a team of 1,500 volunteers, community donations, a city partnership 
and an annual budget of approximately $500,000, Bentley strings some five million lights 
throughout Bayfront Festival Park and erects a 128-foot-tall tree as the centerpiece. Themes 
and light displays are changed every year but the entrance fee is always the same: Free.
In 2001, Bentley first started decorating his home in Esko for the Christmas season. It was 
fun and each year he tried to make the show a little bigger. “It was never a planned event, or 
anything close,” he said. “ I was simply trying to go ‘over the top’ and people around me kept 
saying ‘You should do this and that.’ I would say: ‘Let’s do it.’ Then we would have to figure 
out how to accomplish the idea and goal.”
The Bentley family moved to Cloquet and continued the tradition. By then, the display had 
earned a reputation for excellence and was attracting big crowds. In 2008, he was approached 
by then Duluth Mayor Don Ness to move his light show to Bayfront Park. The move - which 
was accomplished in 2009 - would give Bentleyville four times the space, better public access 
and draw visitors and holiday shoppers to the city. “Moving to Bayfront Park was a game-
changer, it became real to me. Bentleyville really took on a life of its own,” said Bentley. “I still 
make nearly every single final decision as I still want my vision of ‘over the top’ and ensuring 
that a great, unique experience is had by all and has nothing to do with income level.” 
Nathan grew up in the Central Hillside of Duluth and learned at an early age how to start 
and grow projects. Throughout his teenage years, he worked as a paperboy, building a route 
in the 4th Street corridor until he was 19. He then turned to selling custom-made patches. He 
established a business that would later become Advantage Emblem & Screen Printing, a firm 
that now employs dozens of people with an inventory of 1.7 million patches in Duluth’s Airpark.
“I enjoy the ‘What’s next effect.’ How can we make something even better, more exciting, better 
service, better experience, doing something that hasn’t been done before, taking what might 
seem like a farfetched idea or over the top idea and making it happen,” he said. “It all goes back 
to having great people working for and with me either at Advantage Emblem or Bentleyville.”
The Bentleyville Tour of Lights opens Nov. 23 and runs through Dec. 28 and “Mr. Bentley” 
will be greeting visitors to his magnificent display throughout the event. 

2019 Arts and Culture
Historic Preservation Interpretation Award

Emily Ford
“Part scientist, part landscaper, and part historian” - that’s the way the Duluth News 
Tribune describes the work of Glensheen Head Gardener Emily Ford. One walk 
through the most beautiful estate in Minnesota brings another word to mind: Artist.
The 39-room Glensheen mansion was completed in 1908 and sits on 12 acres of 
Lake Superior waterfront property. The grounds feature extensive floral gardens, 
planting beds line the walls, hedges decorate paved walkways and a tributary 
stream cuts through a wooded section of the property. This is the canvas Ford 
works with all year round.
“For me at Glensheen, I spend hours and hours looking over historic maps, 
journals, and photos to get a sense of what it would have been like to live here 
80 years ago,” she said. “Of course the garden design changes through time - just 
like clothing trends change - but there is a distinct garden style of (the original 
Glensheen gardeners) the Wyness family.”
Ford, in her third year at Glensheen, tries to balance those historic French 
and English-inspired garden styles with modern form and function. It’s a 
complicated process. “The formal garden probably kept me up at night the 
most,” said Ford. “It is the main focus of the lake side of the house and it is 
where many couples get married so I knew that it needed to make a statement.”
Early on, Ford removed around 100 hostas from the formal garden and replaced 
them with evergreen Chicagoland boxwood to give it more structure and 
lines. She then consulted early garden photos to select additional plantings for 
more color. The changes are spectacular. In summer project, Ford improved a 
former hayfield and pasture land now mostly used as a parking lot. Growing 
hay wouldn’t work today, so she installed more than 1,000 plantings and spread 
seeds creating a prairie space for pollinators and small animals. “It is one of those 
projects that takes years to see the fruit of, but in the end I know that it will have 
been worth it,” she said.
Ford grew up in the Twin Cities and spent time at her grandparents’ farm in 
Jacobson, Minn. where she learned to love the outdoors and work with her 
hands. After graduating from Gustavus Adolphus College with a geology degree, 
she moved to Duluth with a friend and landed at Glensheen.
Ford tends to the same 40-plus gardens that Clara Congdon oversaw more than 
100 years ago. She supervises a grounds crew of eight University of Minnesota 
Duluth students and is responsible for every corner of the property. This has 
led her to discover some very special places. “In the summer when our visitor 
numbers are high, I love to sneak down to Tischer Creek and sit on this little strip 
of land down in the ravine,” she said. “It’s pretty tough to get down there so there 
aren’t any guests. The stream water is pretty warm and swimmable so it’s a nice 
quiet place to be.” Call it an artist retreat. 

—  Arts and Culture Award Recipients  —



5

Gifts to the Depot Foundation Board 
Designated Funds July 1, 2018, 
through June 30, 2019:
Dr. Charles & Judith Babst
Lee Ball
Marilyn Bowes
John & Beryl Bredeson
Laura Budd
John & JoAnn Congdon
Marian Congdon
William & Kathleen Croke
Thomas & Mary Donahue
Lester & Rose Anna Drewes
Jack & Nancy Eilefson
Douglas Fifield
Harold & Ruth Frederick
Jane Gilley
William & Barbara Gravelle
David & Joan Halstead
Robert & Lois Heller
Tracy Hendershot & DuRaine Egan
Robert & Joyce Hickman
Elizabeth Holcomb
Glen E. Holt
Roderick & Kathleen Hood
Elisabeth Hutchinson
Dale Johnson
Dr. Ted & Ruth Johnson
Kenneth & Carol Kidder
Kenneth & Nancy Lahti

Dennis Lamkin & Jon Neimi
Michael & Marta Maddy
Ann Mars
Elisabeth Mason
Dr. & Mrs. James Monge
Dr. James Munger
Muriel Whiteside Charitable Trust
Susan Nelson
Roger & Arlene Nordeen
Vern & Mary Nordling
Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Olmsted
David & Pamela Oviatt
Richard & Anita Paulson
Jerrold & Carol Peterson
Roger Petry
Edward & Betty Robinson
Joseph & Catherine Roby
Joseph & Olga Rosenzweig
Neale & Pamela Roth
Arend Sandbulte
Sathers Realty LLC
Fred & Jan Schroeder
Dr. Thomas & Julie Seidelmann
Dr. Daniel & Rosemary Skorich
William & Kay Slack
Karol Sowers
Marie Spang
Gerald Spoelhof
J. Michael & Delores Stoffel
Timothy Stratton & Suzanne Walsilczuk
Carolyn Sundquist

Winnie Thaisen
Paul Vesterstein
Jessica S. Walker
Maxine Wallin
William & Kathleen Westholm
Thomas Wheeler
Michael & Sheralyn Zlonis

Corporate Gifts and Sponsorships:
Gifts that support the Circle of Friends, 
Arts and Culture Awards and general 
operations:
Johnson’s Carpet One Floor & Home
MEB & Associates, Ltd.
North Shore Bank
Oneida Realty
Republic Bank
Wells Fargo – Private Bank

In-Kind Gifts
Anderson, Kuiti & Asuma, PLLC
Dryer, Storaasli, Knutson 

& Pommerville, Ltd.
Engwall’s Florist – Betty Eklund
Faster Solutions
The Historic Union Depot
U.S. Bank Corporation

Annual Giving Thank you, Donors!
The Depot Foundation appreciates every gift, no matter the size. Your contributions – undesignated, designated, imme-
diate, or deferred – are vital to the preservation and presentation of art, culture, and the history of our region. Your gifts 
provide for the artists and audiences of today as well as for the cultural enrichment of future generations. The Depot 
Foundation gratefully acknowledges in this newsletter all donors who gave between July 1, 2018, and June 30, 2019. 

—  Arts and Culture Award Recipients  —

About The Artist
Sean MacManus lives in Duluth and was introduced to sculpture while attending Northern Michigan University, where he studied bronze casting and blacksmithing. He 
began to stone carve while attending the International Masonry Institute at Ft. Richie, Maryland and joined the Michigan Local 1 Bricklayers and Allied Craftworkers 
Union, where he repaired stonework on Edsel & Elinor Ford’s Mansion, as well as a variety of Catholic Churches in the Detroit metro area.
In 2009, he incorporated as MacManus Stoneworks and has been featured in KUMD’s TV program, PLAYLIST, and KUMD’s radio show, NORTHLAND MORNING. He 
was awarded two Artistic Development grants by the Arrowhead Regional Arts Council in 2012 and 2013, with which he studied letter carving in slate and form carving 
in marble at The Carving Studio & Sculpture Center in Rutland, Vermont.
Currently, he has established his carving studio in his garage, where he creates a lot of dust, stacks things atop other things, drinks too much coffee and refuses to be defined by labels.

Contact Info: Email: seanmac63@yahoo.com - Phone: 218-727-3593 Web: www.facebook.com/MacManus Stoneworks

About the Awards
These awards are made of Bluestone, or Feldspathic Greywacke, which is a group of sedimentary stones that are denser than sandstone. They are the byproduct of silt and mud, rather than 
sand. Which was deposited along the Catskill plateau in the Adirondack Mountains along the Pennsylvania - New York border during the later Devonian period of the Paleolithic Era about 
370 million years ago.

Thank you!
Notice:  The Annual meeting of the Corporation will be held at 5:30 p.m. in the Family Theatre on the Main Stage, 
immediately preceding the Arts and Culture Awards presentation with a reception to follow in the Depot Great Hall.
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DEPOT FOUNDATION NEWS

Welcome, Mary!

The Depot Foundation is pleased to announce it is currently 
working with Brandon Knowles and his team of designers 
and coders at Faster Solutions to build a new interactive 
website which will benefit not only the community of 
generous donors but also facilitate the Foundations potential 
funding of organizations in presenting new displays and 
programs to the Historic Union Depot. The new website is 
set to launch late December or early January. 

If you would like your name on our email list to receive 
occasional updates on our funding to the Historic Union 

Depot organizations and other Depot Foundation news 
please email the Foundation at info@depotfoundation.org 
and we will be sure to include you in on our website launch. 

The Depot Foundation has moved to a new location in the 
Wells Fargo Building at 230 West Superior Street Suite #432 
as of October 1, 2019.

We are excited to be in our new space and look forward to 
serving the community at this location. Our phone number 
will remain the same at 218-279-9913.

The Depot has a new face – Mary Tennis hired 
by St. Louis County in July to lead the Depot 
and its tenants in a new and exciting direction. 

Earlier this spring, St. Louis County hired Mary 
Tennis as its director of the St. Louis County 
Heritage and Arts Center (The Depot). The 
newly created position is designed to manage 
tenants at the historic 19th Century transit hub 
turned 21st Century social center. Indeed, the 
Depot is and has always been a Duluth crossroads.

“The Depot stands out in our community in many ways: It 
obviously offers unique, striking architecture and is located 
smack dab in the city center between downtown proper, 
Lincoln Park, and Canal Park,” said Tennis. “Today it also 
houses the largest collection of active arts and cultural 
organizations in our community, so if you are involved in the 
arts or interested in history, you will no doubt spend time at 
the Depot.” Built in 1892, the Depot served seven different 
rail lines when it opened and millions of passengers passed 
through its doors in the following decades. Train service 
stopped in 1985 but the building found a new mission as a 
cultural center. Today it houses The Lake Superior Railroad 
Museum, North Shore Scenic Railroad, Duluth Art Institute, 
St. Louis County Historical Society, Duluth Playhouse, 
Minnesota Ballet, and Arrowhead Chorale. 

Mary said the history, architecture, location and multiple 
roles it has played over the years make The Depot a special 
place. “I love the little details I find: arrowhead cornices 
around windows and doors, hidden archways, little cubbies 

for storage,” she said. “I like the mix of visitors 
here: from Playhouse kids to the hardcore 
professional athletic ballerinas, from history 
buffs to the passionate subcultural phenomenon 
of train enthusiasts, from contemporary artists 
to genealogists, it’s nearly always a whirlwind of 
fascinating people.”

Mary Tennis herself is one of those fascinating 
people. She grew up in southeast Alaska, Maine, 

and New Hampshire and visited Duluth the first time as a 
teen on a business trip with her father. Tennis fell in love 
with Duluth’s mix of culture and industry, the big lake, ore 
boats, a burgeoning Canal Park and steep hills. “Never having 
heard of Duluth, I felt like I had discovered something, and I 
pictured myself living here someday,” she said.

Mary earned degrees in art history and English from the 
University of Minnesota Duluth, worked in marketing and 
became general manager of Northern Waters Smokehaus. 
Her first encounters with The Depot came through family 
visits to the now-relocated Children’s Museum.

“I always considered the Depot as vast, mysterious, and 
somehow extremely comfortable,” she said.

Now Mary can make the building even more friendly, 
accessible and collaborative. “The Depot has always been 
a place for movement – it used to physically get you from 
point A to point B, introduce you to St. Louis County with 
a little pizazz, maybe send you off with a certain flair,” she 
said. “The Depot was a place that urged folks to rise to the 
occasion. It still is.”

Mary Tennis
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Being Good Stewards

USS Duluth Crew with Bell – unveiled – Rowe

Did you know your past and future gifts to the Depot Foundation 
are like seeds that bear abundant fruit? 
Like so many seeds, every penny of every dollar you invest in the endowment fund at the Depot 
Foundation will germinate to provide an abundancy that will last for generations!  Indeed, it is 
the earnings from our investments that make our work possible. As good stewards of the Depot 
Foundation endowment, the board of directors have invested wisely to cultivate and grow your 
investment for the benefit of our community who in turn enjoy its fruitful bounty. Some of those 
fruits are found in the form what may be described as “perishable” or “of the moment” - magical 
performances, compelling exhibitions, incredible concerts, and celebrations. Other fruits are more 
permanent – physical improvements to the Depot itself that will last for decades.

Thanks to your support and the watchful eyes of the Board of Directors, what began as a modest 
fund has grown to over $6 million.  

As you plan your giving this fall, please think of the Depot and its many organizations.  As good stewards, we honor those 
who have worked so hard to preserve the historic Depot building and given our community healthy and progressive arts and 
cultural organizations.

Let us continue being good stewards together!

Rob Hofmann
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Duluth Art Institute 2019

Duluth Art Institute 2019 Duluth Art Institute 2019 Duluth Art Institute 2019



THE DEPOT FOUNDATION HAS FUNDED A TOTAL OF $428,385 FROM UNDESIGNATED, 
DESIGNATED, MURIEL WHITESIDE, AND PRINDLE WOOD FUNDS FROM JULY 1, 2018, 
THROUGH JUNE 30, 2019, TO THE DEPOT ORGANIZATION LISTED BELOW.

Arrowhead Chorale ................................................................ $9,635, Scandinavian Christmas Festival Concerts

Duluth Art Institute ............................................................... $38,519, Program support for 14 artist exhibitions
 and new carpeting in the Steffl Gallery.

Historic Union Depot ...................................................................... $25,000, ‘Toys: The Inside Story’ Exhibit and
 $5,235, Reupholster Board Room Chairs.

Minnesota Ballet ................................................................ $4,890, Dance Day at the Depot and new black tutus.

Duluth Playhouse  ................................................. $220,581, New seats in the Playhouse and program support.

Lake Superior Railroad Museum .......................................................$53,307, Transportation and storage of the
 Seacrest Model Train Set and Repairs to Engine 28.

St. Louis County Historical Society ................................................... $68,444, Exhibit design, program support,
 and restoration of Duluth Ship’s Bell.

Designated Fund Grants  ......................................................................................Duluth Children’s Museum $790 
 Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra $423
 Matinee Musicale $1,561
We wish to extend a Thank You to our generous donors 
who made these grants possible. 

Arrowhead Chorale 
Stanley Wold, Artistic Director

Duluth Children’s Museum 
Cameron Bloom Krueger - President

Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra 
Brandon VanWaeyenberghe - Executive Director

Minnesota Ballet 
Robert Gardner - Artistic Director

Historic Union Depot Corporation 
Ken Buehler - Executive Director

Duluth Art Institute 
Christina Woods – Executive Director 

Duluth Playhouse 
Christine Gradl Seitz – Executive & Artistic Director

Matinee Musicale  
Tim Churchill – Board President

St. Louis County Historical Society 
JoAnne Coombe – Executive Director

Lake Superior Railroad Museum 
Ken Buehler – Executive Director

PARTICIPATING MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS



Thank you Sponsors!
We are most grateful to the following businesses and 
individuals whose generous in-kind and financial 
support makes Depot Foundation events possible, 
including the 2019 Circle of Friends Celebration and 
the Arts and Culture Awards:

Catering by Bellisio’s 

Mark & Linda Boben (MEB & Associates, Ltd.)

Dryer, Storaasli, Knutson, & Pommerville, Ltd.

Engwall’s Floral Shop

Faster Solutions

Johnson’s Carpet One Floor & Home

North Shore Bank

Oneida Realty

Republic Bank

The Historic Union Depot

U. S. Bank 

Wells Fargo Private Bank

230 West Superior Street 
Suite 432

Duluth, MN  55802-1916

Telephone: 218.279.9913   |   Email: info@depotfoundation.org   |   Website:  www.depotfoundation.org

Mission:  The Depot Foundation is dedicated to 
preserving the Historic Union Depot as a vibrant and 
welcoming forum for the arts, culture and history through 
managing and growing a permanent endowment.

Depot Foundation office:
The office space is made possible by a generous gift from 
the U.S. Bank Corporation and U. S. Bank Foundation.

We gratefully acknowledge their continuing support.

Baskerville – Underground  
October 2019

Melheim


