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Your support of the Depot Foundation helps make these 
performances, exhibits and projects possible: 

Telephone: 218.279.9913   |   Email: info@depotfoundation.org   |   Website:  www.depotfoundation.org

Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra - 
Free Range Musicians concert at the Depot

Duluth Playhouse - 
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat

Arrowhead Chorale -
Songs of Harvest and Thanksgiving concert

Lake Superior Railroad Museum -
Renovation of Locomotive Steam Engine #28
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A Message From the Board
On behalf of the Development Committee of the Depot Foundation, I thank you for your com-
mitment to arts and culture in our community, and our shared history of Duluth. Your generous 
philanthropy in the form of annual gi�s to us makes a di�erence.
Please take advantage of our vibrant arts community in the Depot. Plan to attend a play at the 
Duluth Playhouse, visit an exhibit at the Duluth Art Institute, the St. Louis County Historical 
Society, the Lake Superior Railroad Museum, or in the Great Hall.
Upcoming events such as the Duluth Playhouse’s production, La Cage aux Folles (running April 
20 - May 7, 2017) and the Duluth Art Institute’s exhibits, Lest We Forget, and Strongman (April 

20 – June 18) truly are phenomenal. Attend the current exhibit of America’s Monsters, Superheroes, and Villains in 
the Great Hall, schedule a ride on the recently renovated steam locomotive engine #28, attend Dance Day at the 
Depot (April 23rd) or a Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra concert.  Share in the wealth of incredible cultural 
opportunities Duluth has available, in large part, due to your gi�s and ongoing support of the Depot Foundation. 
Together, your leadership, passion and support enrich the lives of all of us in the community.
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Arrowhead Chorale
Stanley Wold, Artistic Director
Duluth Art Institute
Anne Dugan, Executive & Artistic Director
Duluth Children’s Museum
Cameron Bloom Krueger, President
Duluth Playhouse
Christine Gradl Seitz, 
Executive and Artistic Director
Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra
Rebecca Lynn Petersen, Executive Director

Matinee Musicale
Tim Churchill, Board President
Minnesota Ballet
Robert Gardner, Artistic Director
St. Louis County Historical Society
JoAnne Coombe, Executive Director
Historic Union Depot
Ken Buehler, Executive Director
Lake Superior Railroad Museum
Ken Buehler, Executive Director
Depot Program Director
Briana Johnson

Depot Foundation Board of Directors
Rob Hofmann, Chair 
Bill Gravelle, Vice Chair
Patrick Cutshall, Treasurer 
Laura Budd, Secretary 
Penny Clark • Amy Hietapelto 
Dennis Lamkin • Dexter Larsen 
Renee Mattson • Jean Olson
Rudy Perrault • Neal Ronquist
Karol Sowers • Tom Whittaker

Sta�:  Marla �ibodeau

Participating Member Organizations

Amy Hietapelto
Chair, Development 

Committee

Year End Financials 
(Fiscal year July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016)

Public Support and Revenue .......................2016  2015
Cash Contributions ......................................$95,147 $145,837
Recognized In-Kind Contributions .............27,378 28,088
Investment Income .......................................139,513 198,075

Realized and Unrealized
Investment Gains (Losses) .......................(359,386) (210,370)
Other ..................................................................6,340 8,941

Total Public Support
and Revenue ........................................$(91,008) $170,571

Audited �nancial statements are available at the Depot Founda-
tion O�ce.  �e IRS Form 990-PF is available for review at the 
Depot Foundation O�ce

Grants and Operating Expenses

Grants and Grant Making .........................$376,664 $327,634

Management and Administrative .................57,931 57,762

Fund raising ....................................................19,893 27,625

Total Grants and
Operating Expenses ..............................$454,488 $413,021

Change in Depot Foundation-Owned
Net Assets ................................................$ (545,496) $(242,450)

Depot Foundation-Owned Net Assets,
Beginning of Year ......................................6,219,408 6,461,858

Depot Foundation-Owned Net Assets,
End of Year.........................................$5,673,912 $6,219,408

Funds Managed for 
A�liated Organizations ...............................301,458 $312,009



Karol Sowers 

New To �e Board
�e Depot Foundation is pleased to announce the election of two new board members:
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In this issue of Expressions, we bring you news from 
the Duluth Art Institute (DAI) one of the many Par-
ticipating Member Organizations that call the Depot 
their home. �rough the generosity of our donors, the 
Depot Foundation provides �nancial support for the 
DAI to promote the works of regional artists 
Dana Mattice of the DAI tells us, “�e Depot  
Foundation provides vital support for the Duluth Art 
Institute’s exhibition program and, in turn, helps the 
DAI provide backing for area artists.” 
Dana reports on some of the recent programing made 
possible by the Depot Foundation’s donors. “…two 
$500 prizes in juried group exhibitions this past  
season were presented in the Depot Foundation’s 
name. One went to local artist Lisa Stau�er’s pastel 

work, All Tied Up, created during the 2016 
Plein Air Duluth: Paint du Nord festival. 
Forty artists spent a week painting this 
beautiful place we call home and their 
masterpieces re�ect the rich land- and 
seascapes we are lucky to live among.  An-
other Depot Foundation prize was awarded 
to Minneapolis-based artist Keren Kroul’s 
large-scale, multi-paneled watercolor piece, 
Lingering Re�ection, at the 61st Arrowhead 
Regional Biennial.  �e longest running 
Biennial in the Midwest, this exhibit is held 

every other year and a distinguished guest selects 
work from the Upper Midwest and Canada.   
Bringing in jurors (like Dan Mondloch and Dyani 
White Hawk) and mixing local and regional artists 
together promotes the exchange of ideas and  
inspiration.”
�e support from the Depot Foundation provides a 
further sense of excitement among DAI artists and 
lends a greater sense of prestige to the exhibits.  “�e 
income from these prizes helps working artists make 
a living and retains talent in the region which bene�ts 
the whole community,” Dana added.
Coming this spring, �e Depot Foundation is helping 
to underwrite two Duluth Art Institute exhibitions 
that examine disparate topics.  Lest We Forget features 
work by Twin Cities-based artist Sandra Brick, 
created to illustrate the memoir of her husband, Fred 
Amram, whose Jewish family fled Nazi Germany  
as refugees to the United States. Brick and Amram 
will make a public presentation on Holocaust  
Remembrance Day, April 24th.  Strongman,  
showcasing drawings and dioramas of wrestling he-
roes created by local artist Joe Klander, will be  
on view in the adjacent gallery. 
Ms. Mattice concluded, “We hope people can join  
us at the receptions this spring and enjoy the work  
on view.”

�e Depot Foundation welcomes Karol Sowers to the 
board of directors.  Karol’s experience in �nance and 
community service will help the Depot Foundation 
remain a strong ally for Duluth’s arts and cultural 
organizations.
Karol is a Trust Executive at North Shore Investments 
& Trust and is a Certi�ed IRA Services Professional.  
She is a graduate of the University of Minnesota-Du-
luth and has over thirty years of experience in trust 
management, including over twenty �ve years in IRA 

and retirement plan administration and investments. 
Karol serves on the Advisory Board of Directors at 
Ecumen Lakeshore in Duluth and the College of St. 
Scholastica Professional Advisory Committee.  She 
is a member of Rotary Club of Duluth, Club #25, the 
International Foundation of Employee Bene�ts Plans, 
and the Arrowhead Estate Planning Council.   
Karol and her husband, Phil, have one son, Scott, and 
reside in Duluth. Welcome Karol!

Dennis Lamkin joins the Depot Foundation board of 
directors bringing years of service and close relation-
ships with arts and cultural organizations in Dulu-
th.  Generously giving both his time and �nancial 
resources to the Duluth community for the past 30 
years, his goal has been clear: “make Duluth a better 
place to live, further the arts, and enrich the culture.”
Dennis is no stranger to the community! He is an avid 
volunteer, promoting Duluth’s historical preserva-

tion and architecture.  He has served on several local 
non-pro�t boards, including Glensheen Mansion, 
Minnesota Historical Society, Duluth Preservation 
Alliance, Duluth Public Arts Commission, Great 
Lakes Aquarium, City Charter Commission, Duluth 
Superior Symphony Orchestra, Depot Citizens Ad-
visory Board, and the Minnesota Ballet. �e Depot 
Foundation is honored to welcome Dennis to our 
board of directors.

Dana Mattice

Dennis Lamkin

Photo: Lynnette’s Portrait Studio

Keren Kroul: Lingering Re�ection
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HEROES WANTED!
�e arts and culture traditions of our 
region are extraordinary and rich 
and worthy of celebration. Every 
day a special breed of unsung heroes 
beat the odds to create magni�cent 
art, work tirelessly to preserve our 
culture, and preserve what otherwise 
is perishable. Who are these heroes? 
Your help is needed to recognize 
these heroes – the artists – the 
philanthropists – the administrators 
– and organizations that have made 
our region a vibrant cultural hub. Es-
tablished in 1999, the Depot Foun-
dation Arts and Culture Awards 
celebrate the work of outstanding 
individuals and organizations – 
those very Unsung Heroes. Please 
help us by nominating an individual 
or organization for each or any of 
the following awards:
Lifetime Achievement Award 
recognizes an individual or organization for lifetime contribution to the arts and culture 
of our region.
Community Enrichment Award recognizes bold steps taken to strengthen the arts and 
culture of our region.
Initiative Award recognizes those individuals or organizations demonstrating exemplary 
initiative in creating opportunities in, or expanding access to, the arts and culture of our 
region.
Historical Preservation Award recognizes an individual, organization or project that has 
made a substantial impact on historic preservation and/or interpretation in the region.
Artist Award recognizes an artist whose distinguished career has made signi�cant contri-
butions to the development of both artists and the arts.
Lifetime Artist Award recognizes an Arrowhead Region artist whose lifetime artistic excellence, dedication and vision 
have made a positive impact on our community.
Nomination forms are available on our website, www.depotfoundation.org or call the Depot Foundation o�ce at (218) 
279-9913 for information.  Deadline is May 31, 2017.  �en join us in October at our eighteenth annual Circle of Friends 
Celebration honoring Depot Foundation members and the Arts and Culture Awards recipients.  

In addition to our previously acknowledged sponsors, we would like to say thank you to Republic Bank and �e Teberg 
Fund for their support of the 2016 Circle of Friends Celebration.
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2016 Arts and 
Culture Award Recipients

L to R: Adam Sippola, Artist Award;  
Anne Dugan, Initiative Award;  

Doug Stevens, Historic Preservation and Interpretation Award;  
Jim Perlman, Community Enrichment Award;  

Ron Kari, Lifetime Artist Award;,  
Helena Jackson, Lifetime Achievement Award

recognizes an individual or organization for lifetime contribution to the arts and culture Culture Award Recipients

Arts and Culture 
Awards Committee

Penny Clark, Chair 
Ken Bloom 
Laura Budd

Dennis Lamkin 
Rob Hofmann, Ex O�cio




