THANK YOU, DONORS!

expressions

Our donors are vital to the preservation and presentation of art, culture, and the history of our region. Now, with attendance numbers still
being drastically affected by the pandemic, arts and culture organizations need our help. Your continued support provides for the artists
and audiences of today as well as for the cultural enrichment of future generations. Please consider donating today! A giving envelope is
enclosed for your convenience. If you prefer to give online, please visit our secure online giving portal: thedepotfoundation.kindful.com

Fall 2021

Why give to The Depot Foundation?
1. Permanence. A gift to the Depot Foundation is truly “The Gift that Keeps on Giving.” Your annual gift can be continued, in
perpetuity, through a relatively modest bequest.
2.	Convenience. Your tax-deductible gift can meet a number of needs and can benefit any and all organizations housed within the
Depot.
3.	Professional Management. Our endowment has grown from $1million in 1979 to $8.3 million in 2021. Our funds are managed by a
highly skilled and reputable team of professional fund managers.
4.	Impact. In response to the 2020 pandemic, the foundation gave $141,000 in vital operational grants. Now, with arts and culture
organizations being hit with the new Delta variant, we are again prepared to provide operational grants as needed. Simply put,
your gift makes a big difference.
Join the legacy! To discuss giving options such as: legacy gifts, gifts of stock, or in-kind donations, please contact Development
Director Jessica Peterson: jessica@depotfoundation.org or 218-409-5887.

BIG
NEWS:

Renovations are complete and we
are now back home at the St. Louis
County Depot!
Our new address is:
506 W. Michigan Street Duluth, MN 55802

The Depot Foundation gratefully acknowledges in this newsletter all donors who gave between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021.

Gifts to the Depot
Foundation Designated
Funds July 1, 2020,
through June 30, 2021.
Julia Newell Marshall Artist Fund
Robin Washington

Gifts to the Depot
Foundation Undesignated
Funds July 1, 2020,
through June 30, 2021.
Charles & Karen Andresen
Leonore Baeumler
Lee Ball
Linda & Mark Boben
Dr. & Mrs Bernhard Boecker
Ken Buehler – IMO Tom Whittaker
Lurene Buhrmann
Sing Bee & Cheng-Khee Chee
John & JoAnn Congdon
William & Kathleen Croke
Patrick Cutshall
DSACF – E.C. Mason
Ann Donovan –
IMO Michael Donovan
Matthew & Kay Eckman
Jack & Nancy Eilefson
Dr. Thomas & Barbara Elliot
Douglas Fifield
Richard & Barbara Fischer
Missy Francisco Carlson
Jeff & Susan Frey
Gary Gange
Jane Gilley
Bob & Gayle Gilmore
Steven Goldfine –
IMO Beverly Goldfine
William & Barbara Gravelle
Tracy Hansen
Thomas Harney
Lois & Robert Heller
Joyce & Robert Hickman

Amy Hietapelto
Robert Hofmann
Glen E. Holt – IMO Mary Holt
Robert Howe
Elissa Husby
James Jarocki & Kristin Blakeslee
Ruth Johnson
Kathleen Kelly
Elaine Killen
Dr. A.A. & Laverne Koeller
Amy Kuronen
Dennis Lamkin & Jon Neimi
Nancy & Doug Lane
Francis & Robert Leff
Michael & Marta Maddy
Susan Maki
Renee Mattson
Messina Property Management –
IMO Tom Whittaker
Norma A. Miles
Muriel Whiteside Charitable Trust
May & Vern Nordling
Richard & Anita Paulson
Barb Perrella
Roger Petry
Geri & Walt Pietrowski
Olga Rosenzweig
Pamela & Neale Roth
Richard Sandeen
Sathers Realty LLC
Brad Schmugge
Fred & Jan Schroeder
Dr. Thomas & Julie Seidelmann
Jack Seiler
Karol Sowers
Dr. Gerard Spoelhof
Dolores & J Michael Stoffel
Carolyn Sundquist
Winnie Thaisen
Arlene Whittaker –
IMO Tom Whittaker
Elaine Wickstrom
Susan & John Zaller

SPONSORSHIPS
Thank you to the following
generous sponsors of our
2021 Circle of Friends
Arts and Culture Awards.
We look forward to this
meaningful event at a
future date TBD:
PRESENTERS
Lake Superior Railroad Museum
St. Louis County Depot
Catering by Bellisio’s
SUSTAINERS
Johnson Carpet One
North Shore Bank
Bell Bank

The Skyview Dome Car began service in the North Shore Scenic
Railroad’s Duluth Zephyr.

Participating Member Organizations
Arrowhead Chorale
Dr. Matthew Faerber,

Minnesota Ballet
Kelli Latuska,

PARTNERS
Essentia Health
Minnesota Power

Duluth Art Institute
Christina Woods,
Executive Director

St. Louis County
Historical Society
JoAnne Coombe,

PATRONS
Douglas Fifield & Marisa
Hoogenakker
Oneida Realty
MEB & Associates, LLC.
Shaina Nickila
Coldwell Banker Realty

Duluth Playhouse
Wes Drummond,

The Depot
Mary Tennis,

If you would like to sponsor
our upcoming Circle of
Friends event, please
contact Jessica Peterson:
jessica@depotfoundation.org

Executive Director

Thank you for your generous support!

Notice: The Annual Meeting of the Corporation will be held
Tuesday, October 14, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. via Zoom video
conference. To be included in the Depot Foundation Annual
Meeting, please email the office at info@depotfoundation.
org or you may call 218-279-9913 to have the link to the video
conference sent to your email address.

In Memory of Ken Schoen

506 West Michigan Street
Duluth MN 55802

Artistic Director

Executive Director

Duluth Superior
Symphony Orchestra
Brandon VanWaeyenberghe,

The Depot Foundation has funded a total of $319,998 from
Undesignated, Designated, Muriel Whiteside, and Prindle Wood
Funds from July 1, 2020, through June 30, 2021, to the Depot
organizations listed below.
Arrowhead Chorale - $7,000 - Scandinavian Christmas Festival
Concerts & Operational Grant
Duluth Art Institute - $13,784 – Artist Stipends & Gallery Supplies Grant
Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra - $26,170 – Youth Concerts
St Louis County Depot - $50,000 – Great Hall Lighting & Painting
Lake Superior Railroad Museum - $73,294 – Operational Grant
Minnesota Ballet - $32,584 – New Sprung Dance Floor
Duluth Playhouse - $62,981.27 – Programmatic Support &
Operational Grant
St. Louis County Historical Society - $54,185 – Mining History Exhibit
design Grant
We wish to extend a Thank You to our generous donors who made
these grants possible!

Managing Director

Lake Superior
Railroad Museum
Ken Buehler,
Executive Director

Tracy Hansen

My good friend Kenneth Schoen died September 1st,
at the age of 89 after a long battle with cancer. Ken, who
had a distinguished and nationally recognized career
in criminal justice, retired to Duluth in 1998 where he
immediately became involved in the community. He
was a generous supporter of the Depot Foundation, and
served on the board for nine years, the last two as Chair.

The Depot Foundation helped
fund The Duluth Playhouse
production of Matilda, and the
2021 summer theatre camps in
the Family Theatre.

Ken and his wife Connie created a very generous and
first of its kind college scholarship fund that is awarded
to graduating Duluth high school students who have
had extraordinary financial and personal challenges
during their early years, but turned the corner midhigh school with significant scholastic achievement.

Executive Director

Development Director

Photo courtesy of DSACF

Ken served on the boards of Duluth Police
Foundation, the Duluth Public School Fund of
the DSACF, Men as Peacemakers, the Arrowhead
Regional Corrections Advisory, and Rotary Club 25,
where he ultimately became president.

Executive Director

Amy Kuronen
Dennis Lamkin
Rick Lubbers
Barb Perrella
Jill Pinkney Pastrana
Staff:
Jessica Lind Peterson

Ken Schoen

He was honored with the Foundation’s Lifetime
Achievement Award for Arts & Culture in 2014.

Depot Foundation Board of Directors
Renee Mattson, Chair
Amy Hietapelto, Vice-Chair
Karol Sowers, Secretary
Bill Gravelle, Treasurer
Missy Francisco Carlson
Pat Cutshall
Rob Hofmann
Elissa Husby
Kris Kapsner

Your support of the Depot Foundation
helps make these performances, exhibits,
and projects possible:

The foundation helped fund DSSO’s Young People’s Concert, a live recording of Peter and the Wolf.

MISSION:
The Depot Foundation is dedicated to preserving the Historic Union Depot
as a vibrant and welcoming forum for the arts, culture, and history through
managing and growing a permanent endowment.

He was a lifetime sailor and a very competitive bridge
player. But most of all, Ken was a wonderful friend
with a wicked sense of humor, who was caring,
charming and always available for an adventure.
He will be sorely missed by our community,
but remembered with fond memories.
– Dick Fischer

The Depot Foundation proudly
funded a new sprung floor in the
Minnesota Ballet rehearsal studio.

Administrative Support

Telephone: 218.279.9913

|

Email: info@depotfoundation.org

|

Website: www.depotfoundation.org

Circle of Friends 2021 ARTS & CULTURE AWARDS RECIPIENTS

A Message From the Foundation
Greetings from our brand new offices at the
St. Louis County Depot! I am delighted to
introduce myself as the Depot Foundation’s
new Development Director. A native Duluthian,
I came to the foundation after 12 years of
serving as the Director of Development &
Communications at Yellow Tree Theatre, a
professional theatre I founded in the Twin
Cities. I am beyond excited to be back home in
the Northland helping to build upon the strong
legacy of the Depot Foundation. The Depot is
Jessica Lind Peterson
a magical place of discovery and adventure. I
Development Director
grew up performing at the Duluth Playhouse
and running around the train museum – exploring the Depot
building was a very impactful part of my childhood. I have
experienced first-hand the wonder, educational opportunities
and life-changing inspiration to be found there. Now, many
years later, I have returned in a new capacity. I am deeply
honored to work for a foundation that gives vital support
to organizations that, in return, give so much to our Duluth
community.
Now, with arts and cultural organizations having been
profoundly impacted by the pandemic, foundation support is
more important than ever. In 2020, a time when organizations
were forced to shut their doors, the foundation opened its
doors wider to give operational support – totaling $141,000
– in addition to almost $225,000 in programmatic grants. In
2021, the Depot Foundation is poised to give over $400,000
in grants to assist Depot organizations with programming, as
well as grants to fund improvements to tenant spaces within
the Depot building. As we grapple with the impact of the Delta
variant, robust foundation support is imperative to help our
arts and culture organizations get through this next wave of
uncertainty. I firmly believe that when we invest in arts and
culture, we invest in an entire community. The arts are vital to
our economy, to our well-being and to our cultural awareness
and appreciation.
Imagine Duluth without theatre or dance, without art galleries
or museums, without music. Imagine Duluth without the
iconic outline of the Depot against the sky. The St. Louis
County Depot is much more than a beautiful building. It is a
center for story. A pillar of artistic expression. A walk back in
time. A glimpse of the future. The Depot Foundation exists to
support, sustain and preserve the Depot and the artistic and
cultural organizations that make the magic happen. And,
with help from our donors, the magic will continue on for
countless years to come.
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One of my favorite quotes comes from arts advocate Ben
Cameron, “The arts, whatever they do, whenever they call us
together, invite us to look at our fellow humans with generosity
and curiosity. If we have ever needed that capacity in human
history, we need it now.”

RECIPIENTS OF THE 2021 ARTS AND CULTURE AWARDS ARE:

While we have made the difficult decision to postpone our
20th annual Circle of Friends event, the health and safety of
our attendees is of upmost importance. I hope you will be able
to join us on a date TBD for live music from the Randy Lee
Trio, appetizers from Catering by Bellisio’s, and complimentary
drinks provided by the Lake Superior Railroad Museum,
and help us recognize and honor local artists, historians and
community leaders that have made our community more
vibrant, creative and a better place to live.
As the Depot Foundation moves toward public foundation
status, I look forward to building upon our donor base to
make an even greater impact on The Depot and our arts and
culture community. Please consider a one-time or re-occurring
donation, as well as a legacy gift that will continue to impact
our Duluth community in perpetuity. Thank you for your
on-going engagement and meaningful support. We are so very
grateful for your generosity. Please stop by our new office and
say hello to Tracy and me the next time you are at The Depot!
Jessica Lind Peterson, Development Director

YEAR END FINANCIALS

(FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2020 - JUNE 30, 2021)
Public Support and Revenue
Cash Contributions
Recognized In-Kind Contributions
Investment Income
Realized and Unrealized
Investment Gains
Other
Total Public Support
and Revenue
Grants and Operating Expenses
Grants and Grant Making
Operational Costs
Management and Administrative
Fund raising
Total Grants and
Operating Expenses
Change in Depot Foundation
Net Assets
July 1st Beginning Balance
July 30th Ending Balance

2021		
$ 876,210
$
-0$ 128,286

2020
$ 82,586
$
6,600
$ 134,578

$1,764,739 $ ($40,549)
$
200 $
7,449
$2,769,435 $ 190,664
2021		
$ 241,581
$ 92,000
$ 76,257
$ 31,847

2020
$ 270,310
$ 49,035
$ 75,264
$ 16,865

$ 441,685 	 $ 411,474
$2,327,750 ($ 220,810)
$5,971,593 $6,192,403
$8,299,343 $ 5,971,593

Compiled financial statements and the IRS Form 990-PF is available
for review at the Depot Foundation Office or on ourwebsite
https://depotfoundation.org/

Leah Yellowbird
Artist Award

Milissa Brooks-Ojibway

Ann Aiko Bergeron

Historic Preservation and
Interpretation Award

Lifetime Artist Award

Lee Stuart & CHUM

Community Initiative Award

Zeitgeist

Community Enrichment Award

St. Louis County Depot
Date: TBD

The Oct. 21st in-person celebration
has been postponed due to the Delta
variant and out of concern for the health
and safety of all attendees.
We will keep our Depot Foundation
community updated with a new date
as soon as possible.

Community Enrichment Award
Committee, is currently on the Friends of the
Duluth Public Library Board, and also serves
on the American Association of State and Local
History Awards Committee as the representative
for Minnesota. Milissa is also a board member of
the Minnesota Alliance of Local History Museums.

Artist Award

Lifetime Artist Award

Leah Yellowbird

Ann Aiko Bergeron

Leah Yellowbird identifies strongly with her
First Nations Algonquin-Metis and Anishinaabe
heritage. Yellowbird learned from her aunt how
to follow traditional beading patterns and has
been working in this medium her entire life. This
knowledge, combined with her creative eye and
exploration of color, has spilled over into the
realm of painting, and she is now well-regarded
for her work in all mediums. Yellowbird describes
her progress in the context of survival; painting
and beading are like breathing to her. She draws
inspiration from the traditional art forms of
her ancestors while adding a modern voice to
the imagery, the result of which evokes a sense
of nostalgia and wonder. Her work is a visual
manifestation of time, each dot embodying a
moment and a prayer. Using precision, pressure,
and symmetry, her pointillistic style leaves
viewers humbled and curious. Yellowbird had
the first solo exhibition at the American Indian
Community Housing Organization (AICHO)
in 2013 and has since had her work on display
at a variety of prominent spaces, including the
Macrosite Art Center, Plains Museum of Art, and
the Tweed Museum of Art. She was the Grand
Rapids Arts Artist in Residence from 2015 until
2016, and was commissioned to design the floor
of the new government building in Virginia,
Minnesota. Ms. Yellowbird’s work — originals
and reproductions — can be seen at Indigenous
First Art & Gift Shop in the AICHO Building
on Second Street in Duluth.

Ann Aiko Bergeron is Professor Emeritus and
Morse-Alumni Distinguished Professor with
the University of Minnesota Duluth. In her 33year career in the Department of Theatre, she
directed over 60 productions and choreographed
35 concert dance works. Ms. Bergeron is a two-time
Fulbright-Hays Seminar awardee, representing
American dance and theatre educators in both
the People’s Republic of China and India. Her
directing, choreography, teaching, guest workshops,
and performance have taken her across the USA
to Turkey, Hungary, Greece, Italy, Australia, UK,
Finland, India, Taiwan, Romania, and China.

Community Initiative Award

Lee Stuart & CHUM

Historic Preservation and
Interpretation Award

Milissa Brooks-Ojibway
Milissa Brooks-Ojibway worked for the St. Louis
County Historical Society for 15 years, as both
registrar and collections manager, starting as
collections manager at Glensheen in 2015. Milissa
served on the Historic Resources Advisory

CHUM provides emergency shelter for families and
individuals, food shelves in three Duluth neighborhoods,
the CHUM Center, permanent supportive housing, a
clinic, and outreach and support to people in Duluth
who are experiencing homelessness, hunger, and
social isolation. CHUM provides more than 300,000
pounds of food for thousands of people per year, and
the shelter houses guests who are homeless, many
of whom struggle with disability, mental illness, or
substance abuse. Lee Stuart led the organization from
2013 – 2021 and has recently retired, leaving CHUM
in its strongest financial shape in the organization’s
47-year history. Stuart’s leadership, with the assistance
of her staff of over 30, has been instrumental in the
development of CHUM services and programs over
the past seven years.

Arts and Culture Awards Committee Dennis Lamkin, Chair, Jean Olson, Andrew Weisz, Jessica Lind Peterson

Zeitgeist

Zeitgeist’s commitment to social change is achieved
through its creative and collaborative approach to
community development and cultural voice. Led by
Executive Director Tony Cuneo and an incredibly
talented and creative team, the organization weaves
programs that focus on food, film, theater, visual
arts, and community engagement together to build
a community that is permanently more creative,
inclusive, and sustainable. Based in the Zeitgeist
Arts Building which includes a theater, a restaurant,
a movie theater, and an art gallery, Zeitgeist is
truly a resource for all who share its vision for a
creative, sustainable, inclusive community. Recent
initiatives include the Healthy Hillside program
and the Duluth Story Project. Each addresses
systemic health disparities, racism, and resource
needs by empowering the people who experience
those disparities to tell their stories, build program
strategies, and leverage the power of Zeitgeist to
make lasting change in their communities.

About The Artist

David Estrada is a Minnesota
artist of Mexican, Swedish, and
Mdewakanton descent and has
been a self-taught metal artist for
31 years. His expertise with steel
was born from his profession as
a steamfitter with Local Union
455. A retired Master Pipefitter,
he learned at a young age how to
use an oxygen/acetylene torch,
and to this day, he proudly hand
draws, and hand cuts each piece, making each work of
art uniquely different. His artwork has been featured
across Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, Europe, and has
been displayed at many galleries including Two Rivers
Art Gallery, the Dakota County History Museum, and is
currently for sale at the Art Dock in Duluth. The 2021 Circle
of Friends Awards, like many of his pieces, were inspired
by a happy accident, this one involving the transport of
a large statue under a bridge that was too small. Dave is
driven by a strong work ethic, a clean torch, attention to
detail, and a belief in what he creates.
FB: Dave.Estrada.547 | Email: EstradaMetalArt@comcast.
net | Web: estradametalart.com/

Thank you to donor Ruth Johnson for generously donating an original watercolor of The Depot
by her late husband, Dr. Ted Johnson. This beautiful painting will be the first thing you see
when you walk into our new offices.

Chesley Antoinette, “San Luis La Nuit & Gota,” Photography: Inkjet
print on cotton paper with archival pigment, 2018, 34”X44”

The Depot Foundation helped fund DAI’s exhibit, Tignon, by Chesley
Antoinette in Spring 2021, featuring a collection of sculpted headwraps and
photographs providing historical context into the Tignon Law.

Please follow and like the Depot Foundation’s social media feeds on Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn to keep up with the Foundation’s activities, and
how we are impacting the organizations that present programs and exhibits at the
St. Louis County Depot. To receive our new monthly e-newsletter, subscribe to
our new email list: depotfoundation.org/subscribe-to-our-email. Thank you!

