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Your support of the Depot Foundation helps make 
these performances, exhibits, and projects possible:

AND ANNUAL REPORT

Telephone: 218.279.9913    |    Email: info@depotfoundation.org    |    Website: www.depotfoundation.org

New flooring in the Duluth Playhouse Family Theatre dressing rooms. “Like Me Like You” - ADIPA collective at the Duluth Art Institute.

The Arrowhead Chorale Annual Holiday Concert in the Depot Great Hall.

Minnesota Ballet’s new adaptive rehearsal studio in the Depot’s Ruth 
Maney Room.



A Message from the Board
Spring 2022! That certainly has a nice ring to it!
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Amy Kuronen 
Board Member

As we all eagerly look forward to the 
warmer seasons in Duluth, with hope 
for healthy days ahead, I am also feeling 
tremendous optimism for the future of 
our local arts community. In preparing 
this message, I reviewed the past several 
Expressions newsletters which each 
addressed the challenges and successes 
of experiencing a worldwide pandemic. 
With many thanks to the long history of 

support from our donors, and with great appreciation for 
the creativity and flexibility of the local arts and cultural 
organizations, I am pleased to share that, in our most 
recent fiscal year, the Depot Foundation contributed 
an amount just shy of $400,000 to  those organizations 
which call the Depot home! This financial support was 
critical for the tenants of the Depot during the last year. 

We have some additional updates to 
highlight as well:
Very recently, the Depot Foundation launched a new 
scholarship program, Arts for All. This new program seeks to 
remove financial barriers for youth in underserved Duluth 
and Northland communities to participate in arts education 
such as classes and camps hosted by Depot organizations. 
We are committed to investing in the next generation of arts 
and culture makers, and by doing so, we are also investing 
in the future of the Depot and the long-term viability of arts 
and culture in our Northland region. We are grateful for the 
generous support of this program by St. Luke’s Foundation 
and Bretmin Charitable Foundation. 
Also, in conjunction with the move of our office back to 
the Depot, we have renewed our partnership with Depot 
United Campaign. This year, the campaign brought in over 
$40,000 to be shared between our Depot organizations! 
This partnership, with its increased resource-sharing, will 
help in making a larger impact on the tenants at the Depot.
Finally, the Depot Foundation is excited to announce 
that we have filed our change of status from a private 
foundation back to a public foundation and are awaiting a 
decision on the advanced ruling. Following much review 
and discussion, the Board of Trustees determined that this 
change will have significant benefits for our organization, 
donors and the grantees by providing greater fundraising 
opportunities, especially with respect to seeking grants 
from trusts and other foundations. 

The Depot Foundation’s Circle of Friends event, originally 
scheduled for October of 2021, will be taking place in-
person on May 10th, 2022. Although we were disappointed 
by the delay, we believe that you’ll greatly enjoy our 
re-imagined spring event! Please keep an eye out for 
additional information.  
All in all, there is much to be grateful for. And, while 
it is true that there is cause for optimism, it is also true 
that many of our organizations continue to recover from 
postponed or canceled programming due to Covid-19 
repercussions. The need for public support remains great 
and our donors are vital to the on-going health of the 
Depot and its arts and culture organizations. Thank you 
for your support and we wish you a happy, healthy spring.
Amy Kuronen, Board Member

YEAR END FINANCIALS  
(FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 2020 - JUNE 30, 2021)

Public Support and Revenue 2021  2020                 
Cash Contributions $ 876,210 $ 82,586              
Recognized In-Kind Contributions $ - 0 - $ 6,600 
Investment Income $ 129,309 $ 141,452      

Realized and Unrealized 
 Investment Gains $ 1,733,216   $ ($74,789)
Other $   200 $ 7,449                               
Total Public Support  
 and Revenue $2,738,935 $ 163,298  

Grants and Operating Expenses 2021  2020 
Grants and Grant Making $ 319,998 $ 305,272 
Management and Administrative $ 59,340 $ 61,971    
Fund raising $ 31,847 $ 16,865  
Total Grants and
       Operating Expenses $ 411,185  $ 384,108 

Change in Depot Foundation-Owned   
   Net Assets $2,327,750 ($ 220,810)                      
Depot Foundation-Owned Net Assets, 
Beginning of Year  $5,971,593 $6,192,403 
Depot Foundation-Owned Net Assets, 
End of Year $8,299,343 $ 5,971,593

Audited financial statements are available at the Depot Foundation 
Office.  The IRS Form 990-PF is available for review at the Depot 
Foundation Office  



Arrowhead Chorale - $5,175 - annual 
holiday concert
Duluth Art Institute - $20,312 – new 
exhibitions 
Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra - 
$27,925 – new concert series in the 
Depot Great Hall in summer 2022
Lake Superior Railroad Museum – 
$60,000 – new Seacrest exhibit
Minnesota Ballet -  $71,315 – remodel 
of Ruth Maney room into a new 

rehearsal studio with sprung floor, 
enhanced accessibility for adaptive 
dance classes, and a remodel of new 
administrative office
Duluth Playhouse - $94,300 – 
accessibility enhancements to Family 
Theatre including a new wheelchair lift, 
replacement of floors in dressing rooms 
and production support
St. Louis County Historical Society - 
$47,265 - new display cases and exhibit 
development

North Shore Scenic Railroad volunteer Ali Manthey “wrenching” 
to restore diesel locomotive #4211. 

Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra’s first concert of the new year, “To Be Bold.”

The Depot Foundation has launched a new 
scholarship program, Arts for All, which seeks 
to increase access to arts education at the 
Depot for youth. Scholarships cover tuition for 
classes, camps and workshops offered by Depot 
organizations such as: Minnesota Ballet, Duluth 
Playhouse, DAI & DSSO. For more information 
visit: depotfoundation.org/scholarships/

Depot Foundation Grantees
Arrowhead Chorale 
Dr. Matthew Faerber, Artistic Director
Duluth Art Institute 
Christina Woods, Executive Director
Duluth Playhouse 
Wes Drummond, Executive Director
Duluth Superior Symphony Orchestra 
Brandon VanWaeyenbergh, Executive Director
Minnesota Ballet 
Maude Dornfeld, Executive Director
St. Louis County Historical Society 
JoAnne Coombe, Executive Director
St. Louis County Depot 
Mary Tennis, Executive Director
Lake Superior Railroad Museum 
Ken Buehler, Executive Director

Depot Foundation Board of Directors
Renee Mattson, Chair
Amy Hietapelto, Vice Chair
Bill Gravelle, Treasurer 
Karol Sowers, Secretary 
Missy Francisco Carlson • Patrick Cutshall
Rob Hofmann • Elissa Husby • Kris Kapsner
Amy Kuronen • Dennis Lamkin • Rick Lubbers
Barb Perrella • Jill Pickney Pastrana
Staff:    Jessica Peterson, Development Director
             Tracy Hansen, Office Manager

The Depot Foundation has funded a total of $398,860 
from Undesignated, Designated, Muriel Whiteside, and 
Prindle Wood Funds from July 1, 2021, to date to the 
Depot organization listed below.

We wish to extend a Thank You to our generous donors who made 
these grants possible! 

KEEP IN 
TOUCH
Follow The Depot 

Foundation on 
Facebook, Instagram 
& Twitter! To receive 

our new monthly 
e-newsletter, visit: 

depotfoundation.org/
subscribe-to-our-email.
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M I S S I O N :
The Depot Foundation is dedicated to preserving the Historic Union 
Depot as a vibrant and welcoming forum for the arts, culture, and history 
through managing and growing a permanent endowment.

DONATE TO THE DEPOT FOUNDATION TODAY!
Many of our treasured arts and culture organizations are still finding their 
footing after years of postponed and canceled performances and exhibits due 
to the pandemic. Since 1979, the foundation has granted millions of dollars for 
programmatic and capital improvement grants, having a profound impact on arts, 
culture and history in the Duluth community and beyond. Help us continue the 
legacay! Included with this newsletter is a giving envelope for your convenience. 
Or, if you prefer, you can donate online at: depotfoundation.org/giving/

506 West Michigan Street 
Duluth MN 55802
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Circle of Friends Art & Culture 
Awards May 10th, 2022
Please mark your calendars for the Twentieth Annual 
Circle of Friends Arts and Culture Awards at the St. 
Louis County Depot on Tuesday, May 10th. 
We are thrilled to be hosting this annual event 
in-person once again! We extend an invitation to 
you and all community members who share our 
commitment to arts, culture and history. Join us in 
celebrating at our community treasure, the St. Louis 
County Depot. The Circle of Friends reception will be 
catered by Catering by Bellisio’s, serving heavy hors 
d’oeuvres & dessert, along with drinks generously 
provided by the Northshore Scenic Railroad. Live 
music will be provided by the Randy Lee Trio!
There is no charge to attend the event but space is 
limited. Please RSVP by visiting: thedepotfoundation.
kindful.com/e/circle-of-friends-arts-culture-award-
celebration, emailing info@depotfoundation.org or 
calling 218-279-9913 by April 22nd.

Lifetime Artist Award
Ann Aiko Bergeron

Artist Award
Leah Yellowbird

Historic Preservation and 
Interpretation Award

Milissa Brooks-Ojibway

Community Enrichment Award
Lee Stuart & CHUM

Community Initiative Award
Zeitgeist

NOMINATIONS FOR 2022 DEPOT FOUNDATION 
ARTS & CULTURE AWARDS OPEN!
The Depot Foundation seeks nominations of those who have contributed 
to the rich arts and culture of our local community. Your help is needed to 
recognize individuals, artists, philanthropists, administrators and organizations 
that have made our region a vibrant cultural hub. Please help us by 
nominating an individual or organization for any of the following awards:
Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes an individual or organization 
for a lifetime contribution to the arts and culture of our region.
Community Enrichment Award recognizes bold steps taken to 
strengthen the arts and culture of our region.
Initiative Award recognizes individuals or organizations 
demonstrating exemplary initiative in creating opportunities in, or 
expanding access to, the arts and culture of our region.
Historic Preservation Award recognizes an individual, organization 
or project that has made a substantial impact on historic 
preservation and/or interpretation in the region.
Artist Award recognizes an artist whose distinguished career has made 
significant contributions to the development of both artists and the arts.
Lifetime Artist Award recognizes an Arrowhead Region artist whose 
lifetime artistic excellence, dedication, and vision have made a 
positive impact on our community.
Nomination forms are available on our website or by calling 
(218) 279-9913 or emailing info@depotfoundation.org. Submission 
deadline is June 1, 2022.

PRESENTERS
Lake Superior Railroad Museum

St. Louis County Depot
Catering by Bellisio’s

SUSTAINERS
Johnson Carpet One

North Shore Bank
Bell Bank

PARTNERS
Essentia Health

Minnesota Power

PATRONS
Douglas Fifield & Marisa Hoogenakker
Shaina Nickila, Coldwell Banker Realty

MEB & Associates, LLC
Oneida Realty

Thank you to our 2021 Arts & Culture Awards Sponsors:


